
           
  
 

 
 
The North American Agricultural Journalists-Sonja Hillgren Memorial Scholarship 

 
 

Created by NAAJ, the Hillgren scholarship encourages high-caliber students to enter agricultural journalism and 
honors the life of Sonja Hillgren, a leader in the field as a reporter, editor and magazine executive. 
 
Hillgren was a sterling writer who simultaneously saw the big picture of farm policy and the practicalities of modern 
agriculture. She raised reporting standards through hard work, by being thorough, fair and objective in her work and 
expanding the realm of “farm reporting” to include diet, tax, trade and environmental policy. Although a formidable 
competitor, Sonja always was willing to share knowledge with colleagues. All of these are qualities the scholarship 
intends to propagate. With her designer wardrobe and a sparkling wit, Hillgren made agricultural journalism 
glamorous, whether as National Press Club president or visiting folks at the county fair. 
 
NAAJ is grateful to Sonja for her role in modernizing the group, formerly the Newspaper Farm Editors of America, 
into a professional society with an international membership. 
 
NAAJ wishes to endow a scholarship at the Missouri School of Journalism, Sonja’s alma mater, for students 
interested in a career in covering agriculture in the news media. 
 
 

 I wish to show my commitment to the NAAJ-Sonja Hillgren Memorial Scholarship with a gift of: 
     $50            $100            $500            $1,000            Other  $___________ 
           

 I wish to pledge $___________ payable over ___________ year(s). 
 
PAYMENT INFORMATION 

 My check, payable to the University of Missouri-Columbia, is enclosed. 
 

 Please charge my credit card:                                                                      
 
Card # _________________________________________________  Exp. Date _________________________ 

Name __________________________________________________  Phone ___________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
If your gift is securities or other property, please call 866-400-4483 (toll free) or 573-882-9003. All gifts to the 
Missouri School of Journalism are tax-deductible in accordance with state and federal income tax provisions. Please 
return this form to: Office of Development, Missouri School of Journalism, 103 Neff Hall, Columbia, MO 65211. 

Sonja Hillgren 
1948-2006


