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North American Agricultural Journalists

NEWS
AWARDS

Stories that inform readers
about a timely, important, interesting
agricultural issue or event
in an objective, thorough manner.

ooooooooooooooooo

Catherine Mitchell

30 years at Winnipeg Free Press as reporter, assistant city editor,
editorial writer. Now manager of policy and communications
at a trade association.
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ENTRIES NEWS
Judge’s Comments

{1

There were some very strong entries.
The winners and honourable mentions were obvious and stood shoulders above the others.

Category criteria is broad, and it shows in the spectrum of entries
and the division in quality among them.

ooooooooooooooooo

Catherine Mitchell

30 years at Winnipeg Free Press as reporter, assistant city editor,
editorial writer. Now manager of policy and communications
at a trade association.



inside

climate
news

Wealthy Nations Are Eating Their Way
Past the Paris Agreement’s Climate
Targets

As the U.S. develops new dietary advice, critics blast industry
influence and two new reports show most countries breaking their
greenhouse gas budgets for food.

By Georgina Gustin w
July 16, 2020

Georgina Gusin
Inside Climate News

H.M. NEWS

{4

Really interesting illustration of

the disparity between wealthy and
developing nations. A novel take

on the discussion of the carbon
footprint of the agriculture and food
industries.
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Seed Treatment Confusion

Planting Blind: Why Some Farmers Don't Know What's on Their Seeds

By
Connect with Emily:

, DTN Staff Reparter
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ROCKVILLE, Md. (DTN) -- With seed treatment use on the
rise, farmers and regulators are becoming hard-pressed to
keep track of the rising number of pesticide ingredients
added Lo seeds before planting.

As companles bundle more actlve Ingredlents together and
treat seeds farther upstream from the farm, growers'
knowledge of their personal on-farm pesticide inputs is

l becoming less accurate, a new study found. And they're
not alone -- LS. regulators don't have good data on how

Y many pesticides are used in seed treatments, either.

The result is that many farmers may be using more
pesticides than they realized -- and perhaps more than
they need -- at a time when profit margins are slim and
uncer Lairn.

WHAT'S ON YOUR SEED?

Most seed treatments consist of a fungicide, insecticide,

i

|
i A
\ I

4

Emily Unglesbee

DTN/Progressive Farmer

H.M. NEWS
‘“

Really important and well-told story.
The environmental/health issues
might have been explored more, but
I liked the length. Really wish there
was a farmer's voice in this piece —
they are paying the price of both the
cost of production

and potential y\
environmental/ \\%
health impact. NAAJ 2021




MidWest Center

Johnathan Hettinger

Midwest Center
for Investigative Reporting

3 NEWS

'

Very important and well-told story,
valuable investigative journalism.
The product of hard work and
dedication — it shows.

N4
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to force dicamba on farmers




Omaha @orld-HAerald
Nebraska towns pay millions to fight nitrates as water bills go up

By Jessica Fargen Walsh Special to The World-Herald May 1, 2020 Updated May 1, 2020 4

Nebraska 3D printers step up to help medical community

e 3
&
*J

Jessica Fargen Walsh
The Omaha World-Herald

ANAVE
‘“

Remarkable, important and
valuable project. Public service
journalism starts and ends with a
reporter who locks on to an issue
and works it to the bone. Well done.

A, group of Omaha area inventors are us ngj their 30 printers to belp make face shields for health care workers.
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MidWest Center
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‘They think workers are like

dogs.’ How pork plant execs
sacrificed safety for profits.

Sky Chadde
Midwest Center for
Investigative Reporting

Rachel Axon, Kevin Crowe
Kyle Bagenstose | USA Today

1NEWS

{4

This is why we need journalists.

This is why we need strong, well-
resourced and dedicated newsrooms.
Powerful story, well told.

Heart-breaking and
informative. All around \\y§
solid reporting. NAA]J 2021
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North American Agricultural Journalists

SPOT NEWS
AWARDS

Stories covering breaking news
that are time-sensitive and
written under tight deadline.

Brenda Curtis-Heiken
Reporter/producer for USDA radio and TV service, 1979-2008, specializing
in international trade; reporter on agriculture from all parts of the globe.
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SPOT NEWS
Judge’s Comments

{1

The stories were from all perspectives
of international, national, business, farmer and consumer.
However, | chose what I felt was spot news!
[t took several days to decide the winners.

ooooooooooooooooo

Brenda Curtis-Heiken
Reporter/producer for USDA radio and TV service, 1979-2008, specializing
in international trade; reporter on agriculture from all parts of the globe.



THE HUTCHINSON NEWS

Kansans buying meat, dairy in large quantities

Alice Mannette
Hutchinson [Kansas| News

H.M. SPOT NEWS

C9und Ree€ .. {1

Easy reading for consumers.

Well written and informative by
Mannette. Sometimes we need to
think about talking more to
consumers about impact of COVID
on farm to grocery store.

Ot L€
G
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US Attorney charges M

By Mikkel Pates
Al 1A% Wites

HERMAN, Minn
Federal prosecutors have
charged a western Min
=] ] r-lrI1LI'I with Con-
spiring with grain eleva-
tor employees to get paid
for more grain than he
was delivering.

Bryan Dallas Cran
dall, 36, of Herman in
Grant County 15 charged
'-.'-'I1|I O GOl LI!’ il -
spiracy — colfuding with
co-conspirators at the
CHS Inc. elevator from
2013 through 2017

The pgovernment ix
H'L'H.Illi-'_klplll 155 51740
in & money judgment and
a right to other forfel-
tures. Crandall is await-
ing a fuly trial in a sep-
arabe state case where
hie is accused of cheating
a wvulnerable adult 10 a
farmland deal in mearhy
Traverse County,

L% District Judge Ann
Montgomery in  Min-
neapolis had scheduled
Crandall for am initial
apprarance,  arraign
et and -:'I|.1|||:;|= af '|'||-e'.l.
-"-'""'””-t: fiur Fruday, June
18, but was delaved on
Thursday, June 17. Cran-
dall told Agweek he
would decline comment
on the cases and said
the federal hearing had
AT 1] |!|'I.'|:,.'|_'LI because of
a family emergency

Prosecutor Hohert
Lewis, in court decu-
ments filed May 27, said
Crandall sold grain to a
number of grain ¢leva
tors, :r|1_'||_1|_|ir|l: the CHS
elevator n Herman

Herman, Minn

“WEEK

Mikksl Pates | Agweek

in Grant County has a population of about 437, It &5 home to a

CHE Ine, elevalor where federal proseculors sy a famer, Bryan Dallas Crandall,
36, colluded with co-conspiralors o pay him for mare grain than he dedivered

for unusual dircumstanc-
es such as a truck not
being properhy positiomed
on the scale ” Lewis said.
Y ianieal enerees, Fomwiey-
er, were rare and would
automatically create a
natation in the CHS com
puter clatabsase,

'-=|1|-c ifcally, fram about
Aug, 5, 2013, to alsoa
.-'I,pr'.l g, 2017, Crandall
"l,'r||L|'u_=n|||,=|1 and ¢on-
spired with two employ
ees of the CHS elevator in
Herman.” The conspir-
ators, Identified in the
report as co-conspirators
A and B, “frauwdulently
inflated the records of
his delivery of corn and
sovbean, by having the
CO-CONApIralors make
el entres o the
elvator camputer and
cause Crandall to be |1.:i|:|

me b Jaa el slalsuneessd

""'r L COMITRLIRICAT® iy
“amount of fraud pro-
cegds being kicked back™
to  the co-conspirator
“from a pecent fraudu
Jent trade.™

Improper land deal

Separately, Crandall
15 imwvolved i A skate
case In Traverse County,
Minn., where state pros-
ecutors allege two counts
of financial exploitation
of a vulnerable adalt.
In that case, slated for
trial on ||:I1.' 27 1 Wheea=
ton, Minn, the state
says Cramdall purchaszed
farmland on a contract-
for-deed and made three
madifications.

The land seller, iden
tified as “AIM," in 2010
Ik OAner 1'|":|II1|1E'2"'II"I-I""|:|I
of the family's affairs
after her hushand's

gsands of dollars. Cran-
dall later changed the
contract to double the
repayment period to 30
YEars.

In July 2003, AJM sof-
fered a spinal injury in

an ATV accicdent, and
remains paralyzed foom
thr walsl dioemy, putting
her in III_‘IE[_Ith] or assist

ed livimg facility ever
since. She passed oo

nitive tests, but a judge
safd she met the defini

tion of "vulnerable™ due
to her infirmity and need
for assistance, during
twar subsequent maodifi

cations.

Regardless of initial
terms, the state says it
was two final modifica
tions that were illegal.

= Om Mowv. 20, 2014,
Crandall®s attorney
drafted another contract
modification, signed by
AJM at an assisted liw-
ing facility where she
was recovering from a
surgery the day before,
This modification low-
ered the purchase price
by 22% to S867,380. It
added @ provision that if
AIM died during the {30-
year] contract, Crandall

inn. farmer with cheating elevator

would pay “5250,000 or
the remaining balamce
whichever was lower,"
AlM was “paralyzed and
morbkidly obese™ and
signed the documents
while “heavily medicat
ed.” She signed the doc-
uments “without receiv
ing amy considerations”
and with unexplained
rationale.

= On April 23, 2045,
A|M signed a deed grant
ing fee title to the land
—  effectively paying
a simgle lump sum of
5350000 for land with a
tax assessed value of 515
miillioen

Both tranzactions
resulted in AIM's four
childeen not  receiving
amy land. 5ix weeks later,
ol Aue, 12, 2005, & judge
granted conservatorship
over A M because she was
"not paylng her medical
expenses and had made
geveral  questionable
husiness decislons.
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Mikkel Pates
Agweek

3 SPOT NEWS

{1

Loved this story. It tells about a bad
dude that not only cheats at the
grain elevator but takes advantage
of the infirmed elderly . I could not
stop reading every word written.
Kudos to Mikkel Pates.




& Successful Farming

BADER FARMS WINS $265 MILLION
JUDGMENT IN DICAMBA LAWSUIT
AGAINST BAYER, BASF

JURY AWARDS $15 MILLION TO BADER FARMS FOR DICAMBA
DAMAGES AND $250 MILLION IN PUNITIVE DAMAGES.

By Gil Gullickson
2/14/2020

A federal jury in Cape Girardeau, Missourl,
has ruled in favor of Bader Farms, a
Campbell, Missouri, peach farm, in its
dicamba lawsuit against Bayer and BASF.
The jury awarded Bader Farms $265
million in damages.

Of that amount, $15 million is in the form
of compensatory damages for what the jury
ruled was the actual amount of damage
caused to the peach trees grown by Bader
Farms. The $250 million remainder was in

Gil Gullickson

Successful Farmer

2 SPOT NEWS

{4

Gullickson clearly shows the
Impact by the courts on a highly
controversial herbicide that helps
some crops but may Kill others.
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Coronavirus Hits Packing Plants

Two lowa Plants Suspend Operations as Packing Industry Sees More Positive COVID-19
Cases

By : , DTN Ag Policy Editor
Connect with Chris:
e

OMAHA (DTN} -- Coronavirus cases are increasingly
affecting the meatpacking industry as both a beef and pork

plant in lowa were closed this week because of positive
CasCo,

Tyson Foods announced a pork processing plant s
suspending operations at an eastern lowa plant after 24
positive cases were tied to its workforce. National Beef
also announced it was moving up a major cleaning process
at the lowa Premium Beef plant in Tama, lowa, after a
worker tested positive.

The meatpacking industry is deemed as essential by the
federal government as part of the need to keep food
processing going, but that also places staff and workers in
constant close quarters that go against the social-
distancing standards now in place around the country.

Chris Clayton

DTN/Progressive Farmer

1SPOT NEWS

{1

Clayton saw the COVID impact on
the meat packing industry and
reported it. It was clearly written
that this was a life or death
situation for front line workers and
the packing industry itself.
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North American Agricultural Journalists

FEATURE
AWARDS

Stories taking a broader and more human look
at an important or interesting
agricultural issue, event or experience.

May be longer and more in-depth than a news story.

ooooooooooooooooo

Annemarie Pedersen
20-year veteran of agriculture public relations
and communications. Now owns a consulting firm
working with not-for-profits, livestock sector

and crop protection companies.



suk Capital Press

Northwest mint farmers endure deadly fungi and foreign
competition

By SIERRA DAWN MCOCLAIN Capital Press A

ST FEe

Sierra Dawn McClaine
Capital Press

H.M. FEATURE
{4

Very well done —

A mix of personal story and industry
experts, market facts and global
competition. Also very well written.

alerra Dawn McLlalindCapital Press

N4
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Old grain elevator ready to rock

Sask. band turns prairie skyscraper into a rehearsal space and venue where local musicians can hold private concerts

BY WILLIAM DEKAY
SASKATOON NEWSROOM

ASQUITH, Sask. — Nearly a cen-
tury of grain dust and chaff has
beenloosened by the thumping
rhythm of an electric bass guitar
inside Asquith’slast standing grain
elevator.

Notsince thousandsoftrucksand
millions of tons of grain passed
over its weigh scales has the old
wooden sentinel resonated with
such purpose.

Nicknamed The Vator, it has
become asecond home of sorts for
therockband Fusarium.

For Mike Vidal, 26, Owen Ger-
rard, 26, Brett Arnelien, 26, and
Darian Dutchak, 24, it's a place to
jam and a place to grow as musi-
cians. The four friends have been
playing together since high school.

“Thefirsttime we broughtour big
setup in with the giant bass amp
thatlooks like a fridge, (the dust)
started snowing down and it was
even hard to breathe,” said Vidal,
who plays guitar and vocals.

Added Dutchak, the band’s
drummer: “Itwasjustlike apowder
coming down onme. Butit’'s gotten
better because every time we have
the big setups, it rattles more and
more and less falls each time.”

Vidal’s father, Joe, chief executive
officer of Bioriginal, the company
that owns the elevator, created the
opportunity for the young rockers
to have along-term space in which
tomake some noise.

The Saskatoon-based company
supplies nutritional ingredients to
the food and nutraceutical indus-
tries.

Bioriginal bought the elevator in
2001 from Viterra to store flax seed
and borage but it’s been sitting
empty as aresult of new food regu-
lations imposed about eight years

aon

A Canadian National Railway train rumbles by Fusarium band members Owen Gerrard, left, Mike Vidal, Brett Arnelien and Darian Dutchak.
The sights and sounds around the Asquith, Sask., grain elevator provide band members with inspiration for their music, song writing and

recordings. | WILLIAM DEKAY PHOTOS

“There’s some ambiance that
comesfromthe soundreflecting off
the wood and filling up this whole
room, like a cathedral sort of
sound. It almost acts like a giant
speaker. And when you're in there
listening to these bands with the
big setups, it fills up this whole
space and the sound is reflecting
off all the wood. It’s not a sterile
studio where everything’s sound

treated and dampened to absorb
all the ecniind Tt reflecte all the

Vator Sessions, a series of private
concerts where local bands per-
formed while being filmed and
recorded for YouTube. Micro-
phones and cameras were also
brought outside to incorporate the
audio and visual of trains passing
by.
“It’'s a way to bring that to the live
music scene that people might not
otherwise get this year. People can
nowsee and hear these bands play-

ino nn VauTithe in a orain elevatar

William DeKay

The Western Producer

H.M. FEATURE

{4

Unique story.
Well-written,

and keeps the reader
interested throughout.




Manitoba (0-0PERATOR

Labelle

backon pulse
actorc

By Allan Dawson
CO-OPERATOR STAFF/NEAR CARMAN

rancois Labelle thought he was going to be a
horticulturist when he started a degree in agri-
culture in 1974, but his day job for the last 42
years has been in the grain business — mostly

pulses crops.
As a student, Labelle, who retired as executive di-

-
looks

Bel

again, but a prof at the university (of Manitoba),
Anna Storgaard, told me I should do something dif-
ferent. ‘I think I've got a job for you,” she said.”

It was with the renowned U of M weed scientist,
Tan Morrison who passed away in 2006.

“That changed my career path,” Labelle says.

In his fourth and final year Labelle took a broader
array of courses.

“Because of that summer research and the knowl-

LEGACY |
Aserendipitous .
suminer job
redirected his
career path

o jagh &

continued on his own time on his 60-acre farm,
with U-pick strawberries, raspberries and saska-
toons.

Cargill, one of the world’s largest multinational
grain companies, was a great place to learn.

“I did everything,” Labelle says. “I worked in the
elevator the first year and in farm supplies... I spent
some time cleaning grain... I got a broad look at
what it was all about.”

|
#‘ =
rancois Labelle, seen here wit
miniature donkeys, says the
grain industry was the source of
gl interesting career for
him.  PHOTO: ALLAN DAWSON

Allan Dawson
Manitoba Co-operator

H.M. FEATURE

{4

Interesting look back at a long,
successful career with nice details
and anecdotes — entertaining and
kept me interested throughout.




POLITICO

USDA let millions of pounds of food rot while food-bank demand soared

Helena Bottemillef Eviéh
Politico

H.M. FEATURE

{4

A comprehensive look at the issues
with the food chain, red tape,

and food shortages for consumers —
well done.

N4
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G{lra%lr%lian
"We wanted to work the land with our
kids': the Black US farmers reclaiming

the soil

A fledgling movement towards Black-owned farms seeks to
address the the lack of land ownership and fresh food in many
communities of color

&

Donnell Alexander
The Guardian US

and Economic Hardship
Reporting Project

H.M. FEATURE

{1

This was a well-told story that
covered a lot of ground but kept

it engaging and relevant to food
security today. Interesting topic and
perspective. Well written.




BY Pamela Smith | PHOTOS BY Joe/ Reichenberger

Pamela Smith
DTN/Progressive Farmer

3 FEATURE
7

Well written, keeps the reader
interested throughout.

Enjoyed the story and the farmer
profile really shone through.
Interesting and informative.

“I wanted a cropping enterprise that I could put my
own stamp on and something that would diversify the
farm beyond wheat, soybean, corn and milo,” he says.
“My experience in sales meant I wasn’t overly sensitive
to hearing the word no, and that’s important in the
custom hay business.”

His father, Kirby, grew up putting up small square
bales and had moved to selling large rounds, mostly to
the feedlots for grinding. “Dad had done a good job of
maintaining and building that market, and we still do
some round bales. But, by adding large square bales, I’ve

N4

NAAJ 2021




\{|f/ FOOD & ENVIRONMENT

= REPORTING NETWORK

At the nation’s largest student farm
organization, a reckoning on race

A racist incident involving a leader of the 700,000-member FFA organization spurred a
backlash and revealed a long history of inequity

Leah Douglas
Food & Environment
Reporting Network

2 FEATURE

{4

Very interesting and timely topic,
well-written with a lot of research
and background information —
but not dry and kept my interest
throughout.

N4
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The Center for

Public Integrity

Published — September 28, 2020

*« TRUMP ATTAGKS THEM.

5 COVID-19 THREATENS
THEM. BUT IMMIGRANTS
KEEP THE U.S. FED.

AT
:
|

i -

Public Integrity analysis found 43% of nearly 2 million front-line farm
and processing workers nationwide are immigrants — mostly Latino and
many noncitizens.

ri- ii

Susan Ferrlss

Joe Yerardi
Center for Public Integrity

1. FEATURE

{1

This was an excellent article and
combined the story of a worker
who died and his family and then
broadened the scope to see a larger
pattern across the country and tied
it to legislative decisions made

by state and federal
governments. y
Very well researched \ SN
and written. NAAJ 2021
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North American Agricultural Journalists

ONGOING COVERAGE or SERIES
AWARDS

Entries contain three or more stories published on more
than one day, focused on an agricultural issue, trend
or event. Should objectively explore the subject
in great depth from various points of view.

Kim Guttormson
Former newspaper reporter on the Canadian prairies. Communications
specialist, including media relations and issues management.



N4
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“NTRIES ONGOING COVERAGE or SERIES
Judge’s Comments

{1

This year, the COVID-19 pandemic was an obvious platform on which to to base
a series of stories. As with all good journalists, this year's winners worked to elevate
and expand coverage on a number of issues important to their communities,
including the pandemic, beyond a surface take

ooooooooooooooooo

Kim Guttormson
Former newspaper reporter on the Canadian prairies. Communications
specialist, including media relations and issues management.



Coverage of dicamba EPA case and its impact

Dicamba Registrations Vacated

I'ne Ninth Circuit Vacates Three Dicamba Registrations

By « OTH Staff Reporter

é i Connect with Emily:
i W

This article was originally pasted at 8:08 pm. COT on
Wednesday, lume 3. It was last updated st 11:26 am. COT

on Thursday, June 4.

- 4 ROCENILLE, Md. [DTH) - The LS Court of Appeals for
thwe Minth Circwit Esued a decision Wednesday vicating
thr registrations of three dicamba herbicides, XiendiMax
(Bayer), Engenia (BASF) and FeXapan (Corteval, The ruling
does not appear 1o include Syngenta's Taviem dlcamba
horbicide.

The raling has enormous im@lications for farmiers this
sumimen, given that roughly 60 million acres of dicamba-
tolerant cotton and soybeans were slated for 2030
planting, with the expectation that Farmers coald weas

dizaamba oraer the top for weed control.

Much legal wrangling likely remains ahead, but the
consequences for weed control this summer could be
serigus if the ruling stands, said University of Hinos weed scientist Saron Hager.

“Given that there are many thousands, if not millions, of Xtend acras that hawve not been tréated vet, if this label is
fully vacated right now and there is no appeal and stay from the courts, farmers will have to scramble to come up
with alternative solutions, he sald.

Wiher aslosd what this ruling maeans bor legael use of dicamba in 2020, an EPA spokesperson could ondy Lel] DT by

amail that "EPA is currently reviewing the court decision and will move promgtly to address the Court's directive.”

At least ane dicarmba reglstrant, Bayer, has vowsed to fight the ruling and try to mute s effect on farmers this

BTN S r.

"“Whe strongly disagree with the reling and are assossing our options,” a company statement emaibed to DTH said,
“If the ruling stands, wee will work quichdy to minimize any impact on our customers this season, Qur top pricrity is
making sure owr customers have the support they need to have a successful season’”

..l.

Progressive

et DT
Recommended for You
ERA Dicamba Cancellation

Dicamba Use ta Continue

Dicamba Uise Challenged "

EPA Defends Dicamba Use

Dicamba Cutoffs Loom

Emily Unglesbee

DTN/Progressive Farmer

H.M. ONGOING/SERIES

{4

Unglesbee took a court decision
and expanded coverage to outline
the uncertainty for farmers and
staying on top of evolving decisions
and implications for multiple

jurisdictions.
L
NA&

NAAJ 2021




Coverage of Southern Oregon wildfire aftermath

L Capital Press .

EMPOWERNG FRODUCERS OF FOOD & FIBER ﬂ
' -
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|
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RISING FROM RUBBLE

In the aftermath of fires, Southern Oregon faces

a human, and economic, tragedy Sierra Dawn McClain
By SIERRA DAWN McCLAIN Capital Press Capltal PreSS

Dec 31, 2020 Updated Dec 31, 2020

H.M. ONGOING/SERIES
4

'

McClain’s reporting on the aftermath
of the regional wildfires covered it
from both personal and agriculture
perspectives, giving readers a unique
perspective.

N4
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Coverage of Farmers to Families Food Box Program

“Someone’s profiting off this”: New public
records reveal Covid-19 hunger relief
contractors get handsome payouts for

mediocre food boxes The __
by Jessica Fu + H. Claire Brown Counter I ]essica F
gy i — H. Claire Brown

The Counter

3 ONGOING/SERIES
‘“

This series provides an in-depth look
at the shortcomings and political
implications of the federal food box
program and took a closer look

at who was actually helped

and who was harmed.

N4
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Coverage of dicamba EPA court case

M|d'l;1/est Center
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In 2020, ag community has ‘to
prove to society’ it can safely
spray dicamba

By Johnathan Hettinger/Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting March 11, 2020

Johnathan Hettinger
Midwest Center
for Investigative Reporting

2 ONGOING/SERIES

{4

Hettinger went beyond the headline
of the dicambra-EPA court case and
illustrated the breadth of ongoing
impacts of resistant weeds to
neighbours and communities and
the breadth of complaints registered
by the EPA, providing
greater context

around the issue. \ /-‘Q

NAAJ 2021



Coverage of COVID-19 impacts on South Dakota ag industry

% SOUTH DAKOTA

W NEWS WATCH

SPECIAL REPORT: Regulatory
gaps and missed opportunities
allowed COVID-19 to spread
freely in U.S. meatpacking plants

By: Bart Pfankuch and Nick Lowrey | April 29, 2020

The COVID-19 pandemic has overwhelmed the U.S. meatpacking industry, but public health
experts say the risks posed to workers and the U.5S. food supply chain by airborne viral

infections were readily apparent and could have been addressed years ago.

Ongoing virus outbreaks could have been avoided, and future illnesses eliminated, if major
meatpacking plants had implemented disease-control measures recommended by the U.S.
Centers For Disease Control and Prevention long before COVID-19 was first identified. The plants
only began implementing such measures after workers started to get sick and die from the

disease.

Now, as workers at shuttered plants are likely to return to work soon under a presidential
order, federal regulators continue to suggest rather than require companies to implement basic

safetv measures. such as separating workers bv six feet or more. promoting hand washine.

Bart Pfankuch

Nick Lowrey
South Dakota News Watch

1 ONGOING/SERIES
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Pfankuch and Lowrey took a story
everyone was covering, the COVID-19
pandemic, and went deeper,
demonstrating its impact across
wide ranging sectors and also within
communities. They focused on both
people and the business

perspective. The stories \\y§
explore multiple angle N
NAAJ 2021

to each issue.
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North American Agricultural Journalists

COLUMN
AWARDS

Work that allows the writer to express
personal observations, humor or feelings
on a topic in a conversation with readers.

John Vogel

Retired editor, American Agriculturist/Farm Progress.
NAAJ president, 2013
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This judge was glad he wasn’t trying to compete.
Many excellent columns among the 32 submissions from exceptional ag journalists
made it an extremely tough task. Top-placers injected personal insight and humor
into their columns without overwhelming biases.

ooooooooooooooooo

John Vogel

Retired editor, American Agriculturist/Farm Progress.
NAAJ president, 2013



Winnipeg Free Press

Report reveals rapid shift in food
business

osted: 3:00 AM CST Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 Laura Rance
0 | Winnipeg Free Press

lambalaya will be one of the more pleasant memories I'll associate with H.M. COLUMN

2020.

Specifically, how | learned to make a spicy pasta version that closely

Perceptive in-depth look at how
Covid-impacted Canadian food
consumers and spurred food chain
innovations. But the writer failed to
reveal her Jambalaya recipe which
she tantalized readers with to open
the article.

replicates a dish we often ordered when we joined friends for Pasta
Tuesdays at a local restaurant. That is, before COVID-19 changed our social
life,

Hopefully, 2021 will mark a return to dining out once in a while. Although the
home-cooked dish is a perfectly edible stand-in, | like my jambalaya best
when it's cooked by someone else and served with a heaping dose of
camaraderie.

Neither of those options was prudent this year and so, like many Canadians,
| spent more time learning new culinary skills, tending a garden and stocking
my pantry and freezers with local food.
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Canadian agriculture deserves a
true export policy

By Ed White Published: July 23, 2020
Markets

It's high fime Canada embraces an export competitiveness policy for agrnculture

D& T, ' - ¥ .. [
Reading Time: 3 minutes

In fact, in 2017 the Canadian government embraced the goal of increasing agrifood exports by almost s0
percent by 2025, to $75 billion.

That's good because it provides farmers, the food industry and everybody involved in agriculture with
the confidence that it is an officially supported sector of the economy.

But it's not enough and that goal has been getting undermined by apparently unthinking acts of tederal
and provincial governments operating without a plan.

FTor example, the federal povernment has provided significant and vocal support for the plant protein
Industry, with investment from the protein supercluster. Lxport Development Canada and other
tederal money supporting efforts to get Canada on top of the new and promising industry.

Yet it is simultaneously imposing profitability-squeezing costs like the carbon tax on some elements of

agriculture, threatening the viability of canola by proposing the banning of some pesticides, and adding

Ed White

The Western Producer

3 COLUMN
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This writer delivered an edgy “gotta
fix it” analysis of Canada’s export
policy. The column dealt into
strengths and weaknesses

of the system decision-making,
plus glimpsed into how to fix it.
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Editors' Notebook

The Answer, My Friend ...

Ry ,OTN Editar-in-Chiaf

Connect with Greg:

As the DTMN/Progressive Farmer Digital Yield Tour,
powered by Gro Intellipence, expands each year, wo're
increasingly wowed by the power of modern yield

~ modeling systems.

That power, and the partnership between DTN and Gro,

. was on full display early this week as we began to assess
the path of the Infamous derecho that struck corn country
from lowa to Ohio. That this horrible weather event hit
right in the middle of our Digital Yield Tour pave us a lot to
' react to: First, we counted our blessings that thisisa
digital/virtual "tour® and we didn't have human yield
scouts checking fields in the derecho's path: second, we
were uniguely poised to focus on what this windstorm may
mean to crop production at a very timely period.

DTN weather experts Mick Lesser and John Baranick
jumped in within hours and created awind path map,
focusing on the areas of damaging winds shown by DTN
weather data. That information was handed off to the Gro
team of Kelly Goughary, lacques Paye and Steve Bernardi,

Greg Horstmeier
DTN/Progressive Farm

2 COLUMN
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This column was a unique and
timely insider's detailed report

of how state-of-tech tools assessed
the derecho wind damage that
swept across Iowa, Illinois and
Indiana. It showed the technology
potential previously not possible.

N4
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Editors' Notebook

Heartache and Hope

By

Was.

—DTh'

oS+

™ Editar's Mote: The positive side of social distancing is

spending time with those closest to us. But casual
acguaintances can have a huge influence on us as well, ard
we often fail ta say just how important they have beconme.
Crops Technology Editor Pamela Smith shares a lesson in
not letting the opportunity to say "thank you" slip away.
{Greg Horstmeier)

| didn't know his last name. | had a hard time remembering
his given. He was the grandkid of some people who mowved
in down the road. The ene with the big smile. The one who
loved my dog. The one who made me smile.

He was the one wiho would always say at every grecting:
"Hello, how are you? Everything OK? How's your husband?
Are you traveling? Tell me what's new?" [t came insucha
gush of encrgy that we always went firing past all the need
for names and nicetios.

Past tense.

Eric Bricenn, 2, died April 27, 2020, of brain injuries as a result of an accident. | was tald ke fell fram the end gate
of a truck and hit his head. That kid was always on the run - fueled by enthusiasm.

Pamela Smith
DTN/Progressive Farmer

1COLUMN
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This column stood apart from

the competition. The writer
“personalized” a tragedy with word
imagery to make it a great read.
Her reflections and affirmations
inspired readers needing heart-
warming rejuvenation.

N4
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North American Agricultural Journalists

EDITORIAL
AWARDS

Work that requires the writer to build arguments
on fact and logic to address a certain issue.
Should state a position and convince the reader
of the need for action.

David Hendee

Retired reporter and editor, Omaha World-Herald.
NAAJ president, 2002
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ENTRIES EDITORIAL
Judge’s Comments
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The COVID-19 pandemic’s impact in all facets of North American life provided countless,
fresh opportunities for editorial writers. Although there were only 15 entries, thinning them
wasn't easy. It often came down to which best fit the criteria to address an issue and provide
a convincing call for action. Some were more analysis or column than editorial.

The entries were variously informative, entertaining and thought-provoking.

ooooooooooooooooo

David Hendee
Retired reporter and editor, Omaha World-Herald.

NAAJ president, 2002.
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Value role of every link in food
supply chain

m \ :.::.n;p.,* CDT Saturday, Jun. &, 2020 Laura Rance
Winnipeg Free Press

H.M. EDITORIAL

Amidst all the disruption, the suffering and the fear, the one good thing you
could say about our ongoing experience with COVID-19 is that it has peeled “

back the layers of our society to expose the raw — and sometimes Good. clear commentary on the
4

exposed regarding the unmet supply
and demand between Canadian
agriculture and student labor.

When childcare workers can earn more income through the Canada
Emergency Response Benefit (CERB) than they do at their jobs, we have a

problem. When our elders are housed in facilities that cannot adequately
provide for their care, we have a problem.

When the people who produce our food can't find enough workers to help
them get that job done, we have a problem.

Each of these issues is layered in complexities, but at their core, it comes




Manitoba (0-OPERATOR

Co-operatorstaff | Allan Dawson

Farmer-owned
AAFC?

n 2019 Canadian farmers grossed almost $37 billion from crop sales.
Each started with a seed.

That's why getting farmers to pay more for plant breeding — often
referred to as “value creation” — is important. It's also contentious.

Nobody wants to pay more and a lot of farmers worry royalties will
enrich seed companies more than farmers.

Around $180 million a year — $100 million from the private sector and
$80 million from governments and farmers — is invested in Canadian
crop variety development annually, according to the 2018 JRG Consulting
Group study. It says Canadian certified annual seed sales are around $2.6
billion. That's seven per cent of variety development funding.

By some estimates, Canada needs to double cereal- and pulse-breeding
spending to stay competitive with other major grain exporters.

The seed trade contends that its Variety Use Agreement, which charges
the farmer a fee to plant saved seed, and which is being tested as a pilot
project, will benefit both private and public breeders, and ultimately farm-
ers through better varieties.

Most farmers acknowledge they benefit from new crop varieties. Some
even concede they should contribute more, but remain wary.

Farmers are almost always price-takers on the inputs they buy and
crops they sell, and seed is a major input. For canola seed, which all comes
from private firms, it represents almost 25 per cent of total estimated 2020
operating costs, according to Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Develop-
ment (MARD).

By comparison, wheat seed — mainly developed by Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) with public and farmer money — represents
about 11 per cent of operating costs.

MARD estimates farmers will earn a 5.4 per cent return on canola and
4.7 per cent return on wheat this year.

While canola is usually more profitable than wheat, farmers commonly
complain canola seed is too expensive.

Farmers also have long memaories.

“I cannot stress enough that amendments to the plant breeders’ rights
act allows for farmers to retain the right to save, clean, and store seed for
their own operations,” they were told in February 2015 by Gerry Ritz, the
federal minister of agriculture at the time. “There seems to be some confu-
sion around that.”

Five years later the seed industry wants a royalty on farm-saved seed.
Farmers would still be allowed to save seed from varieties not covered
by UPQOV '91, but for how long? Seed officials say unprotected varieties will
be available so long as farmers buy them, but the record shows some seed

firms have discontinued varieties, arguing the replacements are better.

Some varieties get deregistered. Farmers can still grow them but buyers
are obliged to apply the lowest grade for the intended class.

In 2012, Canadian farmers were permitted to start saving seed from
Roundup Ready 1 soybeans after the patent expired, but finding them
wasn't easy. One retailer confided he wouldn't sell them because he'd be
cutting his own throat.

Monsanto also said its new soybeans were so much better that farmers

Allan Dawson
Manitoba Co-operator

H.M. EDITORIAL
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Although more technical than the
four other award-winning entries
... the editorial addresses a specific
problem and provides a specific
solution. It also has a great lede:
‘In 2019 Canadian farmers grossed
almost $37 billion from crop sales.
Each started with a seed.’

N4
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Lack of child care makes the rural house of cards wobbly

Opinion
Jennifer M.
Latzke

Its something that not many
people acknowledge out loud,
but rural economies are houses
of cards built on agriculture and
natural resources, manufacturing
and small Main Street businesses.

Rural economic development
types in sparsely populated coun-
ties know their communities
are one crisis away from falling
apart. A natural disaster, a mar-
ket downturn or a trade imbal-
ance, or a black swan event like
COVID-19 and it doesn't take an
expert to see the house of cards
start to get a little wobbly. That's
why communities have long fig-
ured out that creating opportuni-
ties for better standards of living
for families in their small towns is
actually good for agriculture and
businesses as well. Ensuring that

there is available, quality child
care for working families is now at
or near the top of the list.

But still, there are those in
community leadership positions
who scoft that this is a threat to
the business economy. They say
this is a private family issue and
local and state governments and
businessmen shouldn’t intrude.

Frankly, they’re wrong.

In researching this week’s
cover story, I spoke with dozens
of mothers, rural economic devel-
opment folks and others who are
raising the alarm over rural child
care. Time and space on the page
didn't allow me to put them all in,
but the experiences they shared
deserve a voice.

For various reasons, some par-
ents didn’t want to go on the
record with their stories. The
competition for child care open-
ings in rural areas is so fierce,
among the licensed and unli-
censed providers alike, they were
concerned that theyd lose their
children’s placements by speaking
on the record.

I heard from young profes-
sionals—the very ones we active-
ly recruit to our rural commu-

nities to work in our hospitals,
schools and businesses. But with
crushing student loan debt, some
of these two-income families are
having to choose between having
another child and that childcare
price tag, and being able to pay
their current bills. Let alone being
able to save for their children’s
college funds and their own
retirements. One mother told me
her child care bill was about as
much as a house payment for her
and her husband.

With many blue-collar fami-
lies, and single parent families, the
price of child care can overwhelm
a family budget. As so many in
the field explained, shift work
jobs don't have a lot of leeway for
absences and tardiness because
the drop off line at daycare was
running slow. These families rou-
tinely use their vacation and sick
leave to take care of children if
their providers have to close. And
during COVID-19, many of these
providers had to close for quaran-
tining, leaving these families in a
sudden lurch.

Time and again, I heard from
mothers who said they had to
choose between a rock and a hard

place. Do I go back to work and
leave my child with this unli-
censed provider so we can con-
tinue to pay our bills? Do I risk
leaving my child in this licensed
facility, with its precious opening
that we finally got after two years
on a waiting list, even though my
gut tells me my child is not thriv-
ing there? Is my child forgoing
precious enrichment at the criti-
cal stages of their development
because our only option doesn’t
offer it?

Do we have children at all?

In the last instance, I heard
from one young married couple
that has chosen to not have chil-
dren due to cost and distance to
the nearest available facility. Oth-
ers in the same position told me
that the decision to have children
or not have children because of
the price of child care has strained
their marriages to the point of
divorce.

The issue is more complex
than this meager space allows me
to fully explore. We still haven't
touched on the families who
have children with special needs
and their limited options. We
haven't mentioned the plight of

our homeless and working poor
families. Or how many licensed
providers are quickly approaching
retirement age with no replace-
ments in sight. Or how financial
and regulatory hurdles prevent
some child development profes-
sionals from relocating and start-
ing businesses in rural counties.

And while some are finding
creative solutions, the progress
is slow and it’s filled with pit-
falls. Some are working with
large businesses in their com-
munities to share the cost of
childcare with their employees
or to subsidize childcare facil-
ities. There’s been a push in
some counties to build commu-
nity childcare centers to fill the
gaps for families. There are even
recruitment initiatives to bring
qualified childcare profession-
als to rural counties.

It’s still not enough to address
the crisis. To be quite blunt, it’s
past time to get this rural eco-
nomic house of cards in order.

Our neighbors are counting
on us.

Jennifer M. Latzke can be
reached at 620-227-1807 or jlatz-
ke@hpj.com.

Jennifer Latzke
High Plains Journal

3 EDITORIAL
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Vividly makes a strong case

for promoting child care in rural
America, a service for which the
need has long been evident but
exacerbated by the pandemic.
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An Urban's Rural View

An Industrial Policy Lincoln Would Like

By , Editor Emeritus

Connect with Urban:

In the days before Donald Trump, when Republicans stood
for laissez faire economics and small government,
“Industrial pollcy” -- specifically, whether the United States
should have an industrial policy -- was a controversial
question.

Today, both presidential candidates believe in industrial
policy. Both wanl to use the power of government to try to
restore America’s supremacy In manufacturing. Joe
Biden's industrial policy differs from Trump's in important
ways, but no matter who wins the ULS. will have an
industrial policy.

As the Incumbent president, Trump has already enacted his
policy, which is centered on tariffs. (Trump has also pushed
tax cuts and deregulation, but that's economic policy more
than industrial policy.) Biden's plan would have the
government spend $400 billion on a "buy American”
campaign and $300 billion on research and development
and "breakthrough technologies." { )

Urban Lehner
DTN/Progressive Farmer

2 EDITORIAL
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Harkens back to Lincoln’s landmark
1862 initiatives (Homestead Act,
creation of USDA, establishing land-
grant colleges, and linking East

and West by rail) that could be a
template for a national industrial
policy in 21st-century America.
Clearly written. Lays out the

shortcomings by
2020 presidential y
P \ —
NAAJ 2021

candidates Biden
and Trump.




Gregg Hillyer
Editor In Chief

» Write Gregg Hillyer,
2204 Lakeshore Dr.,,
Suite 415,
Birmingham, AL
35209, or email
gregg.hillyer@
dtn.com.
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Lessons From a Pandemic

Americans are anxious to return to
normalcy after the coronavirus shut down the
economy and our way of life. What the new
normal looks like is still being determined.

There are no clear answers to our many
questions as we weigh our personal health
with our fiscal health. For agriculture, the
pandemic has exposed several vulnerabilities.
Solutions will require thoughtful dialogue not
only within the industry but with all levels of
government. Putting financial aid packages
aside, here is a sample of challenges the
coronavirus has brought to the forefront:

Fix kinks in the food supply chain. Last
month’s column praised the resiliency of

the ag industry and its partners for keeping
food on grocery shelves. Since then, we’ve
seen numerous meat/poultry processing
plants idled or operating at reduced capacity
as thousands of workers tested positive for
COVID-19. The disruption has left producers
without anywhere to sell their livestock and
likely will lead to temporary meat shortages
in grocery stores. Meanwhile, dairy farmers
and fruit/vegetable producers have seen
demand from institutions plummet with the
closing of restaurants, hotels and schools.
As a result, some producers have had little
choice but to euthanize animals, smash eggs,
dump milk or plow crops under, leading to
devastating revenue losses.

Supply isn’t the issue. But, the nation’s food

equipment, coronavirus testing and the
slowing of processing lines so proper social-
distancing measures can be implemented.

On the retail side, the president and CEO
of Albertsons food stores put it best when
describing the challenges created by the
coronavirus: “When you operate in a just-in-
time [environment] and have a tight supply
chain, it doesn’t allow you to accommodate
for situations like this [a pandemic],” Vivek
Sankaran stressed in a recent podcast hosted
by Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue.
“We should all reflect as an industry and
think about how to build redundancy as we
go forward.”

Close the digital divide. The coronavirus

has reemphasized how essential reliable
broadband is to our everyday lives and well-
being. According to a 2019 report from the
Federal Communications Commission, 39%
of rural areas lack broadband access (25
megabits per second) compared to only 4% of
urban areas. The president and Congress have
raised the prospect of an infrastructure bill to
create thousands of jobs but have so far failed
to reach an agreement. Any legislation should
include enough funding to connect all of rural
America to the rest of the world.

Boost medical resources. The struggles

of the rural health-care system are well-
known: the lack of access to doctors and other
medical professionals, longer travel times to

Greg Hillyer

DTN/Progressive Farmer

1 EDITORIAL
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Identifies three problems in
agriculture the pandemic exposed
or emphasized — kinks in the food
supply chain, the digital divide and
rural medical resources. Calls for
specific remedies for each, even if
it’s a simple call for collaboration.
Clearly written
and gets to the point.
’ ’ IRV
O\
NAAJ 2021
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BLOG
AWARDS

Can be on any agricultural topic posted by one writer and updated
regularly. Can include various writing styles but is clearly aimed
at educating readers with the writer’s insight and expertise.
(Three blog posts per entry)

ooooooooooooooooo

Nancy Edmonds Hanson

Freelance writer « Journalism teacher, Minnesota State University
Former reporter, The Forum (Fargo, N.D.)



N4

NAAJ 2021

ENTRIES BLOG
Judge’s Comments

{1

Seasoned print writers need to make some adjustments
to make their blogging stand out. It's a different breed of animal from hard news
and even feature writing - more akin, sometimes, to a personal journal or even a diary.
Readers expect more than straight news and information, valuable though that may be.

ooooooooooooooooo

Nancy Edmonds Hanson

Freelance writer « Journalism teacher, Minnesota State University
Former reporter, The Forum (Fargo, N.D.)
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An Urban's Rural View

Thoughts on Kat Restaurants, Wet Markets and Repressive Governments

B , Editer Emarifus
o Connect with Urban:
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An Urban's Rural View

PP TEBLLIrES SOLE, FREESE
decomposcd monkey sheh

Beware of Chinese Bearing Seeds

[yl

In vy pnieious post, | referned to the *seeds of distrest®
that have beon sown over the yoars botwesn the LLE and
China, peisoning the bilateral relatlorship and raising the

Y threat of a s Cold War. | b}

Those veere melaphonical seeds. Today let's Lalk abowt Uhe

L mistrusted actual seeds that many Americans ke heen
receiving fram China.

s DT Crops Technology Editor Pamela Smith has
reported, marmy Americans hinne recersed wnespected

BN crvnloped that appar to have baan mailed firgm Chin,
B  The envelopes are often marked as holding jewelry. They

Botiehlly hold seods. LSEWA and stale AR depariments are

B L T R B e O e LU .1, SR FESESPERR) S

Urban Lehner
DTN/Progressive Farmer

H.M. BLOG

Besides having a cool title for his
blog, Urban Lehner’s urbane (sorry)
views of the economy and China’s
incursions into our headlines

draw the reader into larger issues
surrounded by some degree of
mystery. His choice of topics

and supportive research are

intriguing and fresh.
\\y§
AN
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Production Blog

Life Automatically Moves Forward

T ——— Matthew Wilde

MachineryLink DTN/Progressive Farmer

=~ Production Blog 3 BLOG

Don't Sacrifice Safety Tor Speed During Weather Delays “

—
E B Frogreoches Farmaer Crops Editor n E D |, |

Matthew Wilde brings very personal
experiences into subjects that
secident 52 chid My 7-year-oidrtherdied s ractor have much broader appeal to his
B R e readers. His account of how his
Please -:Il.‘l.l'- lw-t.rijif.-u wafety for !.I',I\L'l.'d as I.|'|l.'lu.-1.'4 :.I'-:l.'r shopars fa ther reSiSted Cha nge  — yet Cha nge
Parvast. | he ':‘Tt:"-c-"’.'." of vaur faemily snd l:"l.'-l}-'#p'l:{"i--l . . . . R .
abarpys mone impartant than croges in the Held, lS lneVltable —— lS lnstructl‘v’e and
| [Pl e s yet forgiving. His account of nearly
DN oia ok Bo bt i such & harry that farm and trachos safoety e o 0 0 o
Bl 5 topic near and dear to my heart - becomes an lOSlng his llfe gives extra vigor to the
! afterthought o
My close call ooturred whion | was 7 years odd helping the CaUtlonary ta le Of
family pas ﬁayfi-:-'.?'-:- bi-m.wc had eight or mr'.-::rJ bl hOW Speed can kill y
O L e s | ~
tl'-nrm I!n-.‘.-r.-L h : s Well done.
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Reach Out, but Don't Touch

Time ta Take Care of Your Personal Condition

H R Cr r.::p pmductmr\ Blog

. Best Blog of the Week

Production Blog: To the Field With Food and Lowve

By L Crops Technobogy Editlor

Connect with Pamela: H m E Fﬂ

BLUE MOLUIMD, L [DTH) = There's nothing cueite o
wating by tractor headlights to make vou realizo where
{food really comes fram.,

Aurvy Broswen and her mather-in-law, Roberta Brown, waited
far theeir diinner guetts Wadnetday ndght ag thie gun et
ovar tha lineds prairie. Dusk doesn't last long this tima of
YEAF 3nd the Farm orews ane [ate. A tet informing Arry ol B
v estimated arcival lime extracts a shight sigh =« hof Food
| dioein'E stay hot Forever, but then, she's been here before,

Hardly 8 hamsast night BoEE by that Semy e Roberta don't
carry a moal bo Ehe held o their family of workers, Ay
bypically brirgs the main dish ard Hoberta is the desdert
lachy. Thery both bring an attitude of lowing commitment (o
this Bfe -~ & fusd] ttn mione Erpdrtand tham e fiood that
kpops Brown Farms moving fonsard,

In the middle of an IHinois cornfichd, darkmness comes like o
shamming dodr an & no-stars clowdy night. Codkoing for fickd
hand st anly about bringing bearty fare and lots of it It

Pamela Smith
DTN/Progressive Farmer

2 BLOG
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Smith's distinctive posts — humorous
and humane - provide an excellent
example of what a successful blog
can provide. She has an eye and ear
for the moments that make everyday
life special, from pandemic paranoia
and an earworm that sums up the
moment to her warm account

of bringing lunch out
to the field. Strong \\y§
writing, big heart. NAAJ 2021
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Percy i5 the Hollywoad telling of the Percy Schmeiser st
{nrmar who was leond gullty of patest infringement ia t/
Roghdiup Resdy chnpld. | Pholod win Mangrel Madis (18

Thisisnt a posd about Peroy Schmeser {he real-Lde Bruno.?

Thizis sbout Percy Ehe Mtk aswr of Hellywood movic Bas
Pl e ) andl mee g Western Producer ceponie

v nver much engaged wath the mythology of Peroy. wh
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ave to pay for it
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; 2020: The year food

S Conferene Why worry abowut food when the grocery steres are alweys loaded with én
abundance of the world™s nutritional riches? There's no scandity, so thers's no
widespread concenn, That all changped in 2020, | File phate
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Ed White

The Western Producer

1BLOG
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Ed White's authoritative, yet
personal posts are informative,
well-grounded and interesting.
His observations on a reliable food
supply in times of unanticipated
challenge are among the best I've
seen. His firsthand account of the
background of ‘Percy’ adds deeper

context to easy
y
/-\\

assumptions about
the film. NAAJ 2021
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North American Agricultural Journalists

PROFILE
AWARDS

Entries profile a family, person or animal in agriculture and
are relevant to a target audience. The profile can convey
their contributions on a local, regional or national level.

Entries must include the use of more than one source.

ooooooooooooooooo

Kathleen Phillips

Retired news manager, Texas A&M AgriLife Communications.
Retired NAAJ executive secretary-treasurer. NAAJ president, 1989
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Judge’s Comments

'

Family, person or animal are mentioned first in the criteria for this category,
so that is what | wanted to see and get to know first in a story.

Top stories in this category had these as the focus. Some entries featured
more about a farm or ranch operation with secondary mentions of the family,
person or animal. Seven stories buoyed to the top,
and it was extremely hard to place these stories in a descending order.

ooooooooooooooooo

Kathleen Phillips

Retired news manager, Texas A&M AgriLife Communications.
Retired NAAJ executive secretary-treasurer. NAAJ president, 1989
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Wild rice business takes family for wild ride

On the Farm: Harvesting the crop from northern Saskatchewan lakes relies on the weather and comes with highs and lows

ON THE FARM

C

MUIRHEAD FAMILY
Meeyomoot Lake, Sask.

BY SEAN PRATT
SASKATOON NEWSROOM

Larissa Muirhead has witnessed
the wild side of the wild rice busi-
ness.

Theventurestarted offwithabang
in 2015 and 2016 when her family
agreed toashare-croppingarrange-
mentwith the previous owner of the
operation on Meeyomoot Lake in
northern Saskatchewan.

“They were the highest produc-
ingyears in wild rice history,” she
said.

“They were huge years, like mas-
siveyields off of thatlake.”

Forest fires were burning out of
controlin northern Saskatchewan.
The tinder dry conditions were
ideal for producing wildrice.

The familyharvested awhopping
180,000 pounds of wild rice their
firstyearin the industry.

“We just saw exactly what we
could do with a business like this,”
shesaid.

The excitement wasn’t all about

The end result is in the bag for the Muirhead family and their crew at Against the Grain Organic Wild Rice.
| suppLIED PHOTOS

the potential to make money. Lar-
issarecalls gazing at a full moon
duringher first night at the camp.
She and her husband, Chase,
watched the moon “peel off” the

tops of the trees on the far side of
the lake as it ascended into the
night sky.

“Iwassitting on the harvester and
I'said to him, ‘yep, Iwantto be here.

12

ThisiswhatIwantto do.Ilove this,
said Larissa.

“There is just something about
that place that is so magical. It’s
untouched and it’s just so beauti-

winds combined towreakhavocon
the operation.

Theyharvestedless than 100 bags
of product that fall, which is the
equivalent of one morning’sboun-
ty during the two previous years.

To make matters worse, they had
to contend with the damage caused
bysomeindustrious beavers.

“They dropped two massive pop-
lars onto the harvesters. They're
made out of aluminum so they just
snappedin half’ said Larissa.

This year was another wretched
year due to high water levels. They
harvested a paltry 5,500 lb. of wild
ricein 2020.

The shareholders of the business
are Larissaand Chase, Chase’s par-
ents Garth and Cosette and his sis-
ter, Katy, and her husband Derek
Charles.

Theyalllivein LaRonge and have
jobs outside of the wild rice busi-
ness. Larissa is alab assistant with
the University of Saskatchewan'’s
College of Nursing program.

Garth agreed that the family ven-
ture has been aroller-coasterride
so far. They are familiar with both
extremes of the business.

Theyear after they assumed sole
ownership a plow wind toppled a
boatand felled more trees, damag-
ing some of the cabins.

Another boat sunk during har-
vest. And there have been plenty of
other challenges, such as trans-
porting supplies over a slush-cov-
ered lake during the winter.

“It'san adventure,” said Garth.

“We could have areality showI'm
sure. Apersonneeds to wear one of

Sean Pratt
The Western Producer

H.M. PROFILE
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The entire Muirhead family,

rather inexperienced in the way of
agriculture, is going to attempt to
gather wild rice. They experience
devastating crop losses in the third
year, and find itchy jobs and sucky

jobs and spiders as big as one’s

hand. The family discovers ways to

stay afloat. ... I will
appreciate my next \\y§
S
NAAJ 2021

bowl of wild rice.




THE HUTCHINSON NEWS

One man’s mission is to save the
turkey by opening a school for fowl

Alice Mannette The Hutchinson News

Frank Reese holds one of his Bronze Tom heritage turkeys at his 160-acre farm, Good Shepherd Turkey Ranch, near
Lindsborg. "My whole mission is genetic preservation and biodiversity, | am trying really hard to save these birds from
extinction,” Reese said. Sandra J. Milburmn/HutchNews
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Alice Mannette
Hutchinson [Kansas| News
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Good description of both a man and
an animal - the turkey. Reading

to the end we find the crux of the
profile: as a little boy Frank Reese
led turkeys to the field and then
back home, and as a first grader

he wrote “Me and My Turkeys.”

An interesting story of his present

operations — his
early inspiration led \\y§
him to this point. NAAJ 2021
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MINNESOTA WOMAN FARMS, TEACHES,
PROMOTES US WHEAT WORLDWIDE
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Jonathan Knutson
Agweek
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This could have simply been a

brief about the next head of the US
Wheat Associates but instead we
learn about the woman. We learn
that she born into farming, came to
substitute teaching late and landed
her new role unexpectedly and how
each of those experiences

lend themselves to \\>/

h J J ] J : \

er mission in life —
NAAJ 2021
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In Family We Trust

A history of supporting one another and seeking outside experts
helps keep this farm business moving forward.

The ability of longtime farm
owners to let go of control of a
family operation and transition
it to a new generation can be a
“learned behavior,” if southwest
Ohio’s Bryant Agricultural
Enterprise is any indication.

The 19,000-acre corn/soybean/
wheat farm near Washington
Court House is moving solidly
into its third generation, with an
experienced eye toward the fourth
and beyond.

On a late-June morning, the
third-generation’s Heath Bryant,
37, is in the machine shed with
nearly a dozen employees trying
to gauge what work can be
accomplished. Rains that have
delayed and prevented planting

on thousands of acres all spring J;JSIN?HEATH BRYANT,

have finally dissipated, and there
is wheat to be harvested and
soybeans that need to go into the
ground.

They decide to go ahead with wheat harvest and
soybean planting in certain locations where the soil
seems solid enough to permit machinery.

Nearby is Kasey Bamberger, 27, Heath’s cousin and
day-to-day comanager of the operation. Their fathers,
Mark Bryant, 54, and Mike Bryant, 60, had run the
farm for years in partnership but have gradually yielded
the operation’s management to their children.

«xnA ™ 1 ragc 11 B

but not to dwell on them, and to
support each other, learn from the
mistakes and move on.”

Bngm EYE ON EXPERTS

AGRICULTURAL EMTEAPmIsE The transition of the farm to

their children is part of a plan on
| the part of Mark and Mike, and
their wives, Kim and Christy,

respectively. The transitions have
" been easier because the Bryants
have a long history of seeking
expertise wherever they can find
it to help make decisions about
the business.

Here are the primary examples:

> Kasey and Heath’s
grandparents, John and Patsy
Bryant, joined an input-buying
group in the late 1970s, and the
farm is still a member today. The
member-owned organization has
also spun off grain marketing and
crop insurance companies.

> Not only did the two younger cousins get work
experience off the farm before coming back, so did
Kasey’s father. All three say the experience was key to
how they approach the business.

» Brothers Mark and Mike hired a non-family
operations manager 15 years ago when they realized
neither of them was particularly suited to the job.

» The family’s planning for succession and the
transfer of the business were conducted w1th the help

r PR | 1. laall 1 . Bl

Des Keller

DTN/Progressive Farmer

H.M. PROFILE
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As a family operation moves into
its third generation, we meet two
cousins who use their differing
talents to make it work. ... We get to
know these two young managers,
including what they’ve learned
about themselves, as well as
practical information

that might help
other families plan. \\>—/§
S
NAAJ 2021




Seth Watiins, Carinda, lowa,
shiftd his breeding schedule to
allow calving to start n April, when

& Successful Farming

MOTHER NATURE RULES

So why not follow her lead? That’s how

Seth Watkins revamped his farm’s system.

By Gil Gullickson - Executive Editor, Crops Technology

eth Watkins used to be the
type of farmer who prompted
agricultural industry executives
to salivate, akin to a German
Shepherd eyeing a juicy steak.
“I went to agronomy meet-
ings,” says the Clarinda, lowa,
farmer. “I went to Farm Bureau meetings.
I did everything the universities told me to
do. I focused entirely on production, raising
more and more.”

After all, Watkins figured it was his duty
to help feed the world’s 7.8 billion people, no
matter what happened.

Well, something happened.

Watkins had just finished shepherding
his cowherd through a “humdinger of a
blizzard” during the heart of calving season
in March 1998. After several days of scrap-
ping with snowdrifts and stinging winds, he
asked a pivotal question:

“Why was I working against Mother
Nature instead of with her?”

REFLECTION

T atkins wondered why he began
'\ calving in February.

“The thinking was that you'd
then have time to plant your corn and do
other things in April,” he says. “It just never
seemed right to me. I didn’t like seeing mud

get into the creeks. I didn’t like seeing cattle
uncomfortable, or a baby calf nursing a cold,
muddy udder.

“I'd go to meetings and they (industry
representatives) would say, ‘We have an
antibiotic for this, or you can build a bigger
calving shed,” ” he says. “I mean, who was I
to question them?”

But Watkins did question them.

He questioned why, in his all-out quest to
produce more beef and more grain, he was
losing money.

“I was spending $5 to make $3,” he says.

He questioned why the fragile soils in his
area of southwestern Iowa were annually
losing 15 to 20 tons per acre — far above the
allowable NRCS annual loss rate of 5 tons
per acre.

He questioned how his farming methods
may have contributed to his region’s health
and economic woes.

“We’re at the bottom of five watersheds
where I live in Page County,” he says. “It
consistently has one of the highest per capita
cancer rates in Jowa. No one asks why.

“The other one that breaks my heart is
our poverty rate,” he adds. From 2014 to
2018, for example, the Iowa Data Center
pegged Page County’s poverty rate 40th out
of 99 counties. He says this filters down to
the region’s school children.

“We've seen 46% to 68%
of the kids in our schools
on free and reduced school
lunches,” he says.

ON-FARM STEPS

here’s an old Chinese
proverb that states, “A
journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single
step.” Like this saying,
Watkins figured that start-
ing to solve these problems
began with his own farm.

“It sounds kind of corny,
but I said to myself, ‘I just
want a system that gives me
happy cows, clean water, and
healthy soil,” he says. “If I
go broke doing that, so be it.
Atleast I can sleep at night
because I did right by the
cows.”

Watkins grew up on 240
acres that’s now part of a
3,300-acre mix of owned
and rented pasture and
cropland. He and his wife,
Christy, outright own 150 of
the 600 cows in a herd, with
the rest owned on shares »

Gil Gullickson

Successful Farming

3 PROFILE
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Common are the stories of farmers
who’ve had all the success and
praise to land on a pedestal
surrounded by those who want
their business. But by the third
paragraph, we’re told something
happened. ... That’s when we go on
the journey to learn how to have

‘happy cows, clean
N
water and healthy N\ N
NAAJ 2021

soil.’
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Grappling With a New Farm

Young, Black, First-Generation American Determined to Succeed as a Farm Owner

By + DTM Ag Policy Editor
Connect with Chris:

f |w|S|+

FRIEND, Meb. (DTN) -- Like a lot of children growingup in a
smiall Mebraska town, Zemua Baptista remembers playing
with tractors in the living room as a boy -- "carpet farming,
as he describes it.

"My mom wiould always get mad at me over i) he sald_ "l
just always knew | wanted to be a farmer. IU's always been
what | grew up around and spent all my time doing.”

Baptista's dream of becoming an owner of a farm came
true last winter when he got his first delivery of broller
chicks from Lincoln Premium Poultry for the eight barns
Baptista was able to get built near Seward, Nebraska.
Lincoln Premium started contracting with roughly BO
farmers, mainly in eastern Mebraska, to ralse brollers for a
processing plant that opened in September last year in
Fremont, Mebraska.

Zamua [Zem-wah) Baptista was among the first
prospecthve farmers to approach Lincoln Premium Poultry

Chris Clayton

DTN/Progressive Farmer

2 PROFILE
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A little boy ‘carpet farming’ with toy
tractors sets this one up and readers
want to see this kid mature and
find a way to fulfill his dreams, and
that we do. ...We learn quickly that
he accomplished his dream, but are
pulled into the story to find out how,
as the writer weaves facts about

how the boy grew up
as a first-generation \\y§
NAAJ 2021

American.
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Flying farmer: One man's journey to reach
new heights on the farm and in the clouds

By SIERRA DAWN McCLAIN Capital Press

Jul 9, 2020 Updated Jul 9, 2020

JUNCTION CITY, Ore. — Bryan Harper climbed across the wing of his 1943 T-6

warbird and slipped into the cockpit.

The engine went pttt ptit prtttet and started. The plane rested on a grassy airstrip on

Harper’s farmland. Harper was preparing to do a surprise “fly-over” for a friend’s

Sierra Dawn McClain
Capital Press

1 PROFILE
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The stage is set with a vision of a
grassy field and the sound of an
airplane about to take off. The
story gives the real tale of a fifth-
generation farmer whose journey
is laced with various personal
struggles and how overcoming
obstacles and challenges

led him to ‘reach

heights.’ y
new heights N\ N
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North American Agricultural Journalists

TECHNICAL
AWARDS

Entries in this category focus on machinery, new
technology, a process, regulations or scientific methods in
agriculture. Entries can apply to crops or livestock.

Susan Chace
Former special projects editor.
Current freelance technical writer and editor. Farm owner.
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Judge’s Comments
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Technical stories must grab and hold attention while avoiding the traps set by statistics,
jargon, acronyms and unwieldy titles held by expert sources. Winners here exemplify the
hallmarks of excellent technical journalism: Careful, balanced reporting; clear, concise
writing that simplifies the complex; and storytelling that entertains as it informs. The
winners paid attention to how the information should be organized to best serve the reader.

ooooooooooooooooo

Susan Chace
Former special projects editor.
Current freelance technical writer and editor. Farm owner.
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Operation Evolution

The tractor cab may be in for a makeover, realigning for a future
as a rolling office when driving is an afterthought.

Engineers consider the view and the ability to
swivel, head clearance and shock absorption, and who
could forget lumbar support? There’s no detail too small
when it comes to designing the seat and the cab on a
piece of ag equipment.

“The appearance of the seat leads to comfort,” says
Tilo Kefer, with one of the industry’s leading seat-design
companies, Grammer. “Even the color is comfort. If you
like the seat, you feel more comfortable sitting in it.”

Tractor and combine cabs have come a long way
since “comfort” was defined by how a rear settled into
a molded steal seat. But, even after Bluetooth-capable
sound systems and information-packed LCD monitors
have become common, the cab, a farmer’s throne,

A VISION OF THE FUTURE
Deere proposes the Command
Cab. “It’s our vision that, as we
go toward more automation and
ultimately autonomy, the role

of the operator goes away from
direct control and more toward
supervision both in the field you’re
in and management of your entire
fleet,” says Josh Hoffman, Deere’s
lead for user experience and
industrial design.

The Command Cab is an LCD-
laden cocoon of productivity.

One wide LCD spans across the
user’s chest packed mostly with
on-sight information such as the
John Deere built machine’s progress in the field,
its Command Cab application rates and speed. Problem

concept to manage . 5
-eP 9¢ with the planter? There’s an alert
not just the tractor

in the field but the  for that and so much more.

whole farm. There’s another wide, narrow

o LCD above the forehead, this

one featuring information on everything from GPS
coordinates to weather reports to the actions of a farm’s
drone fleet or the progress of another tractor working on
a different task in a different field.

A video call may pop up from home checking to see
when dinner should be ready or from the employee
asking what to tackle next. There could be alerts and
suggestions, as well, perhaps from a camera drone

=4
Joel Reichenberger
DTN/Progressive Farmer
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{4

Excellent example of how to

elevate typically routine coverage

of innovations displayed at a
machinery trade show. Through
vivid description, good use of

details and quotes and excellent
organization, the reporter helped me
visualize, as well as understand,

the new technology

and its potential. \\ =

NAAJ 2021
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| Part of the burgeoning CBD

Indiesiry, hesmp groweers (from
hedt) WA “lek" PeCraw,

Kelton Pepper’ MoCraw, and
Erian Lyda are the force behind
Hendrersanville, North Carolinns
HempAKye. The McCraws are
co-owmars and Lyda |3 the masior
gronarer foe thelr 25 ncres of hemp
im 2018,

T Des Keller
posd, Successful Farming

growind
The boomn in the hemp
L ELY business 15 magiona

H.M. TECHNICAL
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What does a vertical farm taste like?

by Jessicu McKenzie Share ] W & Soveloriater @ [
09.22.2020, 10:16am

Jessica McKenzie
The Counter

H.M. TECHNICAL
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Thoroughly intriguing examination
of the technology that makes
indoor, vertical farming possible, as
well as an exploration of whether
marketing claims regarding flavor
and taste could be true. The well-
organized narrative explores the
topic through multiple sources. ...
Clear writing and

excellent story arc y

from opening to a
fitting onclusion. NAAJ 2021




'+ FOOD & ENVIRONMENT
¥ -~ REPORTING NETWORK

™ j % B . . f - LR
i o 4 i = - 5 .m.'| I'. # . Flt,‘ B & |1l o

Is carbon farming a climate boon, or
boondoggle?

Programs that pay farmers to sequester carbon in their soil are ramping up. But a
growing chorus of skeptics cautions that the results may not live up to the hype.

: , <l
Gabriel Popkin

Food & Environment
Reporting Network

H.M. TECHNICAL
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The reporter examines the facts
and hype that surround carbon
farming. ... Clear, concise writing
and excellent use of quotes and
examples help pull the reader along
through some fairly
complex concepts.
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Laurie Bedford
Successful Farming

3 TECHNICAL
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Informative. Clearly written.
Relatable. This story about what

to consider before growing hemp

is a text-book example of effective
technical reporting: Humanize the

: subject. Organize dense information
2k : NS into easy-to-digest chunks. Provide
OF GROWING clear examples. Use quotes to

FTI‘R BD EXTRAGTION emphasize and

AURIE BEDORD, ﬁél'u 'EDITOR, AG TECH ; | further the narrative \ £
. PHI;'I'IS _AI?IY; JAVID EKSTROM : . NAAJ 2021




Scientists are
trying to make
crops love salt

by Jessica Fu

|'" Environ mnnt‘:'.-
02.26.2020, 12:56pm TR
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Jessica Fu
The Counter

2 TECHNICAL
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This well-told story weaves history,
humanity, and clear explanations
of plant science and technology into
a highly readable narrative about
research into crops that can thrive
in salty soils. Multiple sources help
balance the story. Clear writing,
excellent organization, effective use
of quotes, examples

move the story to a \\>—/§
satisfying conclusion. NAAJ 2021
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NEWS WATCH

SPECIAL REPORT: Regulatory
gaps and missed opportunities
allowed COVID-19 to spread
freely in U.S. meatpacking plants

By: Bart Pfankuch and Nick Lowrey | April 29, 2020

The COVID-19 pandemic has overwhelmed the U.S. meatpacking industry, but public health
experts say the risks posed to workers and the U.S. food supply chain by airborne viral
infections were readily apparent and could have been addressed years ago.

Ongoing virus outbreaks could have been avoided, and future illnesses eliminated, if major
meatpacking plants had implemented disease-control measures recommended by the U.S.
Centers For Disease Control and Prevention long before COVID-19 was first identified. The
plants only began implementing such measures after workers started to get sick and die from
the disease.

Bart Pfankuch

Nick Lowrey
South Dakota News Watch

1TECHNICAL
‘“

Clearly exploring a requlatory topic is
difficult under the best of circumstances.
Doing that while the news continues

to break is impressive. Well-organized,
well-sourced, well-researched and well-
written, this story rolls like a freight
train from beginning to conclusion.
Bonus points for incorp-

orating breaking news \\Q-/‘i
near publication. NAAJ 2021
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North American Agricultural Journalists

SPECIAL PROJECT
AWARDS

Entries take reporting to a higher level, and show careful
planning and enterprise. Time, talent, and in some cases,
monetary commitments made to produce the project.
May be a team effort.

James Tinney
Communications adviser to senior leadership,
university spokesperson, writer and editor
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ENTRIES SPECIAL PROJECT
Judge’s Comments

{1

The strength of so many of these entries made the judging process extremely difficult.
You have to be impressed with the scope of the work being done,
and the range of news outlets that are doing that rigorous reporting.

ooooooooooooooooo

James Tinney
Communications adviser to senior leadership,
university spokesperson, writer and editor



Smithsonian

MAGAZINE

PLAGUE OF THE SPOTTED
LANTERNFLY?

The voracious, shape-shifting insect native to Asia is attacking crops,
vineyards and trees

BY JEFF MACGREGOR; PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARC MCANDREWS

Jeff MacGregor

Smithsonian Magazine

H.M. SPECIAL PROJECT
‘“

This article tells a compelling
human story while explaining a
little-known threat to our nation'’s
growers. It is an outstanding
example of how to combine
scientific content with its practical
iImpact on people’s lives




MidWest Center

| ; -'r ‘x
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Johnathan Hettinger

DICAMBA ON TRIAL Midwest Center

F
'..\. / Midwest Center for Investigative Rep

for Investigative Reporting

N

\ . H.M. SPECIAL PROJECT

o =
orting
. - 1
Dicamba on Trial ‘Dicamba on Trial’ takes the reader
inside the legal battle over a new

{ferman agribusiness companies Bayver and BASF face allegations in a civil lawsuit that they created circumstances that damaged millions of acres of crops by the

'a"a'l'i'!l:l. L::i“l!!l.' I:;.il:::l.l'l'l.l:lH il'l 1:-|.'|.]t-:r Hin :.I:Il::l.'l.'.:i:ﬁ!! |:||.'||FI|.H F:i:lu'l'l i ."il:'l I:ill- FIEW 1]1‘['.!!“]1;[11'!"““:":! '|:|'.'1'|’|.| (b ] I:i'l.l.i"Tl.'ﬂ! I-I'I: !‘ﬂ]l.'. I'II."FII I'I:I'JE.I'IH il'l 20 5 Sys tem Of genetica lly engineered
Actrin] of the lowsuit, erginally filed in November 2016 by southeastern Missoun peach farmer Bill Bader, began Jan. 27, 2020, and s expected to last two to three Seeds and Weedki”ers and the
weeks, The lawsuit initially named Monsanto, which was aoquired by Bayer in 2008, .

resulting damage to nearby crops.

The Midwest Center tor Investigative Reporting is one of the few medis autlets covering each day of the groundbreaking trial as part of an in-depth project on
dicamba, its mokers and its impact.
This project is supported with a grant from the Fund for Investigative Journalism (www.fij.org).

Related Topics: dicamba, Bayer, BASF, Monsanio, EPA

N4

NAAJ 2021




‘ FOOD € ENVIRONMENT

REFPURTING NETWURK
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Mapping Covid-19 outbreaks in the food system

By Lesah n'III.IEl.!.'.. Ageril 33, W20

Since April 2020, FERN has been closely tracking the spread of Covid-19 at meatpacking plants,
food processing facilities, and farms. This dashboard is home to our latest reporting on Covid-19
cazes and food systermn warkers, and is updated each weekday.

Leah Douglas
Food & Environment
Reporting Network

3 SPECIAL PROJECT

{4

A remarkable compilation

of statistics on the toll that
coronavirus took on workers at all
levels of the food system. Its widely
cited statistics help drive public
awareness of the problem.

And the interactive

graphic display
was outstanding. %
NAAJ 2021




Mld'ﬁfest Center

Tracking Covid-19's impact on
meatpacking workers and industry

iy Flop Tmavins | Blat e sl Covne ive b wbbm gaties Aafeeag Ao fn 7000

Cheap chicken, beef came at a cost. How American meat
plants bred coronavirus hot spots.

investigatemidwest.org/2020/05/22/cheap-chicken-beef-came-at-a-cost-how-american-meat-plants-bred-coronavirus-
hot-spots/

Sky Chadde, Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting, and Kyle Bagenstose, Veronica Martinez Jacobo and Rachel
Axon, USA TODAY

‘All smoke and mirrors’: How Trump’s meatpacking order
has failed to keep workers safe

investigatemidwest.org/2020/06/18/all-smoke-and-mirrors-how-trumps-meatpacking-order-has-failed-to-keep-
workers-safe/

Rachel Axon USA TODAY, Sky Chadde, Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting June 18, 2020

‘They think workers are like dogs.’ How pork plant execs
sacrificed safety for profits.

investigatemidwest.org/2020/11/11/they-think-workers-are-like-dogs-how-pork-plant-execs-sacrificed-safety-for-profits/

Rachel Axon, Kyle Bagenstose and Kevin Crowe, USA TODAY; Sky Chadde, Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting
November 11, 2020

Sky Chadde

~ Midwest Center for
Investigative Reporting

a3 1 J'U"

Rachel Axon, Kevin Crowe

Kyle Bagenstose | USA Today

2 SPECIAL PROJECT
‘“

Shows the failure to foresee the threat
to workers in meatpacking plants, and
to take effective action once the threat
was clear. It also gives voice to the
workers who risked their

lives while working at y
\ %

essential tasks in the
face of the pandemic. NAAJ 2021
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FARMING'S GROWING Pﬂ[lHlEH
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LAKE EH[ TURNS TOXIG EVERY SUMMER. OFFIGIALS
ARENT I}IIA[?IIHIi DOWN [IH THE Slll]llﬁ.
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ONE DITCH ININDIANA COULD PROVIDE A SOLUTION.

Joe Wertz

Jamie Smith Hopkins
Center for Public Integrity

Nathanael Johnson
Grist/The World

1 SPECIAL PROJECT
‘“

In clear and understandable prose,
explains a major threat to our water
supply and contributing factor

to climate change. Highlighting
widespread failure to confront the
problem, the series also
shows an effective

strategy being employed N

by one community. NAAJ 2021




The Glenn Cunningham

Agricultural Journalist

of the Year
AWARD
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The Glenn Cunningham
Agricultural Journalist of the Year
AWARD

Honors the best overall writer or writers of the year

and remembers Glenn Cunningham,

farm editor of The Des Moines Register, the first
Ag Journalist of the Year winner, and NAAJ
executive secretary-treasurer for many years.

Rebecca Jones

Veteran features writer, Rocky Mountain News
Pastor of St. James Church, Wheat Ridge, Colo.

NAAJ 2021




Agricultural Journalist of the Year et
Glenn Cunningham Award Finalists DT e

Farmer
1TECHNICAL
1 ONGOING COVERAGE or SERIES 1FEATURE 1SPOT NEWS
; ~ Chris Clayton
- DTN/Progressive
Farmer

"4

- 1PROFILE
Bart Nick Susan Joe Sierra McClain
Pfankuch Lowrey Ferriss Yerardi Capital Press

South Dakota News Watch The Center for Public Integrity

1NEWS 1 EDITORIAL

~ Greg Hillyer
DTN/Progressive
Farmer

a . 4 1 BlIl.pG
Sky Rachel Kyle Thle5 W‘Qgtel,i«::
Chadde Axon Bagenstose Producer

Midwest Center for Investigative Reporting | USA Today



The Glenn Cunningham
2021 Agricultural Journalists of the Year

Bart
Pfankuch Lowrey

South Dakota News Watch

~2
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SOUTH DAEKEQTA

NEWS
WATCH

Bart Nick

Pfankuch Lowrey
South Dakota News Watch
{1

All the entries were well done, and at times
I felt like I was comparing apples to oranges,
given that all the entries were such good examples
of what their given genres of writing should be.

But in the end, I feel like I was most impressed with
the work of Bart Pfankuch and Nick Lowrey
of South Dakota News Watch.

4

NAAJ 2021
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EOUTH DAEKEQOTA

NEWS
WATCH

Bart Nick

Pfankuch Lowrey
South Dakota News Watch
{1

They approached the topic of COVID'’s impact
on their state’s agricultural industry from
so many angles that might not have been

readily apparent at first.

They got on top of the story from the beginning.

4

NAAJ 2021
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EOUTH DAEKEQOTA

NEWS
WATCH

Bart Nick

Pfankuch Lowrey
South Dakota News Watch
{1

I feel like they did their readers
a huge public service, looking at everything
from how beef producers, sheep farmers,
and corn growers were being effected
to the impact on small towns
and health care systems.

4
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EOUTH DAEKEQOTA

NEWS
WATCH

Bart Nick

Pfankuch Lowrey
South Dakota News Watch
{1

If anyone in South Dakota was tempted
to think that this was an urban problem
that would not profoundly impact rural lives,
reading Pfankuch’s and Lowrey’s stories would
quickly disabuse them of that notion.

4

NAAJ 2021
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North American Agricultural Journalists

2020 NAAJ WRITING CONTEST

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!

Read all the winners online



The North American Agricultural Journalists

AUDREY MACKIEWICZ
SPECIAL AWARD
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The NAAJ

AUDREY MACKIEWICZ
SPECIAL AWARD

Presented to a publication which has
expanded its coverage of agriculture.

Honors Audrey Mackiewicz, 1924-

2009, of the Sandusky (Ohio) Register and
Firelands Farmer, who was the first female
president of the North American Agricultural
Journalists and the longtime executive
secretary-treasurer of the group.

N4

NAAJ 2021




The NAAJ

AUDREY MACKIEWICZ
SPECIAL AWARD

Progressive
O,

&5
owered I
P Dy D n

FOR EXPANSION OF AGRICULTURAL COVERAGE IN 2020

2
NAAJ 2021
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The NAAJ

FOR EXPANSION OF AGRICULTURAL COVERAGE IN 2020

AUDREY MACKIEWICZ
SPECIAL AWARD

Digital access:
Magazine content
made available online

oressive
FARMER

READER INSIGHTS

Reader Insights
Farmers surveyed on tractors,
combines, planters and drills

EXPANDED CONTENT,
NEW PRODUCTS

field The Bottom Line on Meat in a Cri

posts

TR —

Field Posts podcast:
Discussions on farming, ag policy,
business, weather, market issues

N4

NAAJ 2021

Digital newsletters:
Daily Forecast « CattleLink
Renewable Fuels

Morning Snapshot

The Best of DTN/PF

Facebook Live Cattle Reports:
Weekly prices and trends wrapup



The North American Agricultural Journalists

J.S. RUSSELL
AWARD
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The NAAJ

J.S. RUSSELL
AWARD

Presented to a member who
has given outstanding service to NAAJ.

Honors J.S. Russell, the longtime

farm editor of The Des Moines Register

& Tribune, who was a founder and first
president of the Newspaper Farm Editors
of America, the precursor to NAAJ.

N4

NAAJ 2021




The NAAJ

J.S. RUSSELL
AWARD

ALICE MANNETTE
The Hutchinson News

NAAJ 2021



The North American Agricultural Journalists

BILL ZIPF
AWARD
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The NAAJ

BILL ZIPF
AWARD

The award recognizes each NAAJ
president in turn for the year’s worth
of extra work and chores for the good

of the organization.

Honors Bill Zipf, 1914-1981,
of The Columbus Dispatch, who served
as NAAJ president in 1972.

N4
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The NAAJ

BILL ZIPF
AWARD

TODD NEELY
DTN/Progressive Farmer

President, North American
‘ Agricultural Journalists

NAAJ PRESIDENT — 2019-2020

N4
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